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reverence and love for him, dragged him back
from the gulf, and the two were from then on
inseverably united.

But two men, or three or four, cannot officer an
army, and who was to help the Wesleys ? Not the
scandalised pastors of the Church of England, or
at most one or two of the less easily frightened
souls among them. Pastors of some sort there had
to be, for without them the flocks relapsed from
zeal, or slipped on the uncertain paths of theology.
Wesley therefore appointed, to act as expounders,
a few ardent souls who loved to explain : but what
is the use of explaining if you are not anxious for
a result ? If you are, your explanation will in-
sensibly merge into exhortation, and then, all
unaware, you are preaching. Lay preachers ! -
then unknown to Mother Church. What would
this lead to ? The expounders could not be reined
in, all the less so that they were unpolished men,
unused to making nice distinctions between their
thoughts and their emotions. Maxfield, for in-
stance. During Wesley's absence at Bristol, he
had taken wing, and from expounding had risen
to preaching, till even Lady Huntingdon, the
most exalted expert, had been deeply impressed.
Wesley rushed up to London to stop this irreg-
ularity ; but his mother, in her room beside the
Foundery, which she occupied until her death in
July 1742, uttered the words, "John, take care
what you do with respect to that young man ; for
Thomas Maxfield is as much called to preach the